Bengali consonants, IPA

Denti-
Retroflex
alveolar
Plosive t d t d
Aspirated
h fA h f
plosive L g { d~
Affricate
Aspirated
affricate
Fricative S (2) S
Trill (r
Tap r §
Nasal n n
Approximant 6)) )]
Lateral |
approximant

e  Where symbols appear in pairs, the one to the right e Blacked-out cells indicate phones judged to be
represents a voiced consonant. impossible.

e Where symbols appear singly, they are placed to the left e The alveolo-palatal column is a mixture of alveolo-
within their column if they represent a voiceless consonant; palatal phones (affricates); post-alveolar phones
to the right if they represent voiced. (fricative [[]); and palatal phones (nasal [p] and

e Symbols enclosed in brackets represent non-phonemic approximant [j]).
consonants.

Audio and graphics created by Philip Neal Whitman for the
Intercultural English Language Programs' Spoken English Program at THE OHIU STATE UN IVERSITY
The Ohio State University, 2023.

Released under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial
License. Last update: August, 2025



Bengali consonants, Brahmi script
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e Symbols enclosed in parentheses represent non-phonemic consonants.
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Bengali vowels, IPA

Front Central Back

-l\ |

Close-mid e

e Where symbols appear in pairs, the e The two diphthongs are those which
one to the right represents a have a character assigned to them in
rounded vowel. Brahmi script; the total number is
e All back vowels are rounded; others much higher—between 17 and 31,
are unrounded. according to Wikipedia.
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Bengali vowels, Brahmi script

Front

Central Back

Close-mid

é

Where symbols appear in pairs, the
one to the right represents a
rounded vowel.

All back vowels are rounded; others
are unrounded.
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e The diphthongs & [ov] and & [1]
are those which have a character
assigned to them in Brahmi script;
the total number is much higher—
between 17 and 31, according to
Wikipedia.
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