Sinhala consonants, IPA

Denti- Post-

alveolar alveolar
Plosive or ~ —~
affricate t d tf | d3
Prenasalized n n
plosive or affricate g d3
Fricative S [j]
Nasal n
Trill r
Approximant
Lateral |
approximant

e Where symbols appear in pairs, the one to the right
represents a voiced consonant.

o Where symbols appear singly, they are placed to the
left within their column if they represent a voiceless
consonant, and to the right if they represent voiced.

e Symbols enclosed in brackets represent non-
phonemic consonants.

e Blacked-out cells indicate phones judged to be
impossible.

e Note that in the denti-alveolar column [n], [r], and [I]
are purely alveolar.
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Among the fricatives, [¢] and [f] are variant
pronunciations of the same phoneme; only used in
loan words; and only by some speakers (others use [p]
instead). Similarly, [[] is used only in loan words, and
only by some speakers (others pronounce it as [s]). For
this reason, they are marked as non-phonemic.

Some sources have the affricates as post-alveolar;
some as palatal; some list both sets as allophones of
each other. The choice to mark the palatal ones as
non-phonemic was made because slightly more
sources had these phonemes as post-alveolar.
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Sinhala consonants, Aksara Malava

Denti- Post-

alveolar alveolar
Plosive or
affricate D | ¢ 9 &
Prenasalized
plosive or affricate q e
Fricative 23 (@)
Nasal %)
Trill o)
Approximant
Lateral
approximant G

e Symbols enclosed in parentheses represent non-
phonemic consonants.

e Because Sinhalese characters represent syllables,
the character representing the given consonant
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plus the “default” vowel [a] was chosen, since it is
the plain form.

e The pre-nasalized affricate 5 is not actually attested in
any words, but seems to be included in Sinhala
teaching materials for the sake of completeness.
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Sinhala vowels, IPA

Front

Central Back

-I\

Close-mid e()

e Symbols enclosed in brackets
represent non-phonemic vowels.

e All back vowels are rounded; all
others, unrounded.

e InSinhala, vowel length is
phonemic; so for example, [a] and
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\ o(})
[3]

=

[a:] are different phonemes. The
audio clips are intended to
represent only vowel quality, not
duration, so both phonemes are
represented in the same cell as

[a(:)].
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Sinhala vowels, Aksara Malava

Front

Central Back

-I\

Close-mid )

e All back vowels are rounded; all
others, unrounded.

e InSinhala, vowel length is
phonemic; so for example, [a] and
[a:] are different phonemes. The

Audio and graphics created by Philip Neal Whitman for the
Intercultural English Language Programs' Spoken English Program
at The Ohio State University, 2022.

Released under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial
License. Last update: August 26, 2022

.

audio clips are intended to
represent only vowel quality, not
duration, so both phonemes are
represented in the same cell as

[a(:)].
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